
ELLINGHAM 

NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2020 £ 3.50 per year 

Delivered free to all parishioners 40p per copy 

Thanks to a grant from Ellingham 

Community fund www.ellinghamcommunitytrust.org  

 

Useful telephone numbers 

Vicar Rev Tony Macpherson: 01665 720202 

canontonymac@gmail.com  
Churchwardens:   Dorothy Lightfoot :  01665 589463 
    Neil Mundy 01665 589347 

Virginia Mayes-Wright (Clerk to the Parish Council)       ellinghampc@gmail.com                   
Road Care , Street lighting faults hotline    )         

Public rights of way (footpaths and               ) 03456006400 
bridleways ) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Eileen Duncan  01665 589293 
 

Ellingham School 01665 589233 
All hospitals in this area 0844 811 8111 

The time of the Sunday Eucharist in the  

six coastal parishes on a Sunday is:- 

Bamburgh St Aidan 11.00 am  
Ellingham St Maurice 9.00 am 
Beadnell St Ebba 9.00 am 

Belford St Mary 9.00 am 

Lucker St Hilda 11.00 am 

North Sunderland St Paul 10.30 am 

 

All copy to the Editor (ellingham7@outlook.com) by 15th of the month. 

For non parishioners cost is £3.50 per year, payable to PCC Ellingham 

to Eileen Duncan at 7 Ellingham. 

http://www.ellinghamcommunitytrust.org/


Preston Tower 

One of the few survivors 
of 78 Border Pele Towers 

listed in 1415 

Two rooms are furnished in 

contemporary style. Maps, ballads 

and stories explain  

the grim way of life under  

threat of Border Reivers. 

Open all year daily 

10 am - 6 pm 

Admission £2.00 

(children 50p : 

concess & parties 

£1.50 
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Christ is Risen from the dead  
Trampling down death by death  

and on those in the grave restoring life! 
 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen indeed Alleluia! 

 

I seem to preface everything I say at the moment with the rear this is the 
most unusual …insert day week occasion … I have ever experienced and 
of course, Easter 2020 is no exception to this. 
 

Perhaps because of the unusual separation Holy Week, whilst seeming 
just as busy in the Vicarage, has had a special significance as we journey 
with Christ through his suffering and death and the revelation of the love 
and forgiveness of God for us all. 
 

Jesus conquers death and hell and frees usual to enjoy new life in Christ 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  This message has special signifi-
cance this year as we are surrounded with fear and sickness and wander if 
things will ever be the same again? 
 

Well for my part I hope that there will not be a return to normal in the 
sense that everything will be exactly the same  I hope that from this crisis 
we will emerge with a new sense of what is important and give a new val-
ue to all those people whose courage in caring for the sick and for others 
in turning up to do their usual job has made life possible for us all.  
 

The Gospel calls us to believe that in every situation there is hope and we 
have seen so many signs of hope not only in the heroic actions of the 
NHS but also in simple acts of neighbourly kindness and care. May this 
hope and the confidence we have  the love of God to carry us through this 
difficult time 
 
In the Gospel accounts the disciples have to wait 40 days for the Ascen-
sion and 50 days for Pentecost and the opportunity to “get on with it”. We 
are also in a period of waiting and reflection but the time will come when 
we must get on and its important that we grow from the fellowship and 
kindness we have discovered during this lockdown  
 

I leave us with some words from HM Queen Elizabeth  
 

 "May the living flame of the Easter hope be a steady guide as we face 
the future.” 
 
Please stay well and keep safe and may God Bless us all and hasten the 
day when we can meet together again 

 

ALAN D. HAILE 
 Funeral Services 

 

 24 hrs 7 days a week     
 Private Chapel of Rest 

 All funeral requirements  
 professionally arranged 

 Pre-payment funeral plans  
 available 

5 James Street, Seahouses,  
Northumberland, NE68 7XZ.   
Office Tel : (01665) 720258    

Mobile 0777 552 4438 
Home Tel: 01665 720658 

 alandhailefuneral-
services@btconnect.com  

DGS Electrical Installations 

Electrical Engineers and Contractors 

 
All aspects of electrical work  

undertaken: Domestic,  
Commercial and Industrial. 

We are pleased to offer: 
Þ Rewiring and general upgrades 
Þ Inspection, testing and maintenance 
Þ Consultation and design support 
 

High quality, guaranteed and certificated 
installations at competitive rates: 

Call: 01670 631204 or  
07340 478259 for a fast and friend-
ly service  

THE  

PACK HORSE INN, 

ELLINGHAM 

A Traditional Country Pub Serving 
Homemade & Locally Sourced Food. 

Featured In The Good Pub Guide 
With Open Fires, Real Ales and a 

warm welcome. 

E/enquiries@packhorseinn-
ellingham.co.uk 

T/01665 589292  

mailto:alandhailefuneralservices@btconnect.com
mailto:alandhailefuneralservices@btconnect.com
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ELLINGHAM VILLAGE HALL 
LETTING FEES  2015/16 

 

Hire of the hall……………………….. £5 per hour 
(includes all tables and chairs) 
 

Hire of the Hall to a maximum of………£25 per day 
 

Hire of the Hall to a maximum of ………...£15 per evening 
 

Hire of tables (to take out)…………………..£2.50 each 
 

Hire of wooden chairs……………………..£5 for 12 or less 
                                                                      £10 for more 
 

Hire of cushioned blue chairs (for indoor use only) 
(Deposit of £100)…………………………….£2 per chair 

Bookings: M Hall 01665589385 
Email  michael.hall194719@gmail.com  

 

NB we do not have a caretaker, this keeps the hire charges low; 
But we do ask you to leave the hall swept and tidy. Thank you 

Notes for your diary 
 

Carter’s butchers call on Fridays about 10.45-11am to place an order 
ring 01668214344 
 
 

If you need to get to Cramlington hospital and your Sat Nav 
has not been updated recently post code NE23 6RU  will take 
to the mini roundabout outside the hospital 

 

 

Carry on 

The vicar was making an appeal for more help with the Sunday School: “At 

the moment I’m just carrying on with a couple of single ladies!” 

What a mess 

Boy to school chaplain: Christianity has been in the world for 2000 years and 

look at the state of it. 

Chaplain: Water has been in the world for longer than that, and look at the 

 
History will remember when the world stopped 

And the flights stayed on the ground. 
And the cars parked in the street. 

And the trains didn’t run. 
 

History will remember when the schools closed 
And the children stayed indoors 

And the medical staff walked towards the fire 
And they didn’t run. 

 

History will remember when the people sang 
On their balconies, in isolation 

But so very much together 
In courage and song. 

 

History will remember when the people fought 
For their old and their weak 

Protected the vulnerable 
By doing nothing at all. 

 

History will remember when the virus left 
And the houses opened 

And the people came out 
And hugged and kissed 

And started again 
 

Kinder than before 

Why Jesus walked on water 
 

 

A tourist, planning a trip to the Holy Land, was aghast when he found it 
would cost £50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  "Goodness,” 
he objected to the travel agent.  “In England it would not have been more 
than £20.” 
 

"That might be true," said the travel agent, "but you have to take into ac-
count that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our Lord Himself walked." 
 
"Well, at £50 an hour for a boat," said the tourist, “it's no wonder He 
walked." 
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Top Ten Silliest Questions asked on a Cruise Ship  
- Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line  
 
1. Do these steps go up or down? 
2. What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt? 
3. Which elevator do I take to get to the front of the ship? 
4. Does the crew sleep on the ship? 
5. Is this island completely surrounded by water? 
6. Does the ship make its own electricity? 
7. Is it salt-water in the toilets? 
8. What elevation are we at? 
9. There's a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the 
next day... the question was asked: ‘If the pictures aren't marked, how will I 
know which ones are mine?’ 
10. What time is the Midnight Buffet being served? 
 

Water 
 
The Bishop was coming to speak at Deanery Synod and everything that could 
be done to make the evening a success had been done. There were fresh flow-
ers on the table, and coffee and cakes prepared.  When the Bishop arrived, 
however, he was in a crabby frame of mind. Looking around, he beckoned a 
nervous vicar over. “I would like to have a glass of water in front of me on the 
table, if you please,” he said. 
 

“To drink?”  was the vicar’s idiotic question. 
 

“Oh no,” was the sarcastic reply. “When I’ve been speaking half an hour 
about parish shares, I do a high dive.” 
 
Baby sitting 
 

We encouraged our 18-year-old daughter to find a job to help pay for her col-
lege education. One day she came home with five applications, and later that 
evening we read them. Under ‘Previous Employment’, she listed ‘Baby sit-
ting’. And under ‘Reason for Leaving’ she wrote, ‘They came home’. 
 

Worth remembering. 
 

A man felt he was overloaded in the ‘trouble shooting department’ of his of-
fice, until he found this memo on his desk.  “Be thankful for the problems, for 
if they were less difficult, someone with less ability would have your job.” 

Please help Northumberland Wildlife Trust stop the catastrophic decline 
of insects  
 

Insects are dying out up to 8 times faster than larger animals and 41% of in-
sect species face extinction. This is serious for us all as well as wildlife. In-
sects pollinate three quarters of crops so our food security is at risk. Insects 
are also the main food source for many birds, small mammals and fish. So if 
they disappear, so do many of the creatures that we love. 
 

However, the good news is that it’s not too late to act. Insect populations can 
recover, and we know what needs to be done to save them. By donating to the 
Action for Insects Appeal, you can help protect the smallest creatures which 
are essential for Northumberland’s wildlife and agriculture. 
 

In these times of crisis, we need to ensure 
we protect our wildlife and planet more than 
ever. Visit the website here for more infor-
mation and to show your support. https://
www.nwt.org.uk/support-us/donate/appeals/
action-insects-appeal 
 
photo credit : Orange Tip (female) -  
Duncan Hutt 

R J Arb 
 

Freelance Arborist/
 

 

Rosie Jordon. 
 

Now mowing lawns 
 

T: 07515 053 361 
E: info@rjarb.com 

https://www.nwt.org.uk/support-us/donate/appeals/action-insects-appeal
https://www.nwt.org.uk/support-us/donate/appeals/action-insects-appeal
https://www.nwt.org.uk/support-us/donate/appeals/action-insects-appeal
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Home made Jams 
 

 

Available at the church 
And the Pack Horse 

All proceeds to St Maurice Church 

 
an increasingly large pot hole at Priest Dean on the U2022 junction with 

the U2027 outside the bungalows.   
blocked drains on the U2027 by the recycling bins.     
Road subsidence at Chathill on the C69.  
Report on the conversations about street lighting at Chathill from the  
previous meeting.   

7. Planning: The Clerk noted continued communication from Northum-
berland County Council in regard to 19/00783/PREAPP Ellingham Hall pre-
application. Northumberland County Council Planning officers will not con-
sider a meeting until the full application has been received.  
8. Defib for Brownieside : ACTION : Mr G Unwin to check whether the 
installation has occurred.   
9. Community Noticeboards. ACTION : Clerk to find prices for new no-
ticeboards.  
10. Community Updates. Village Hall - Coffee morning 6th March. Neigh-
bourhood Plan – County council are in the process of undertaking the Envi-
ronmental Report after which the Utility companies have to be consulted for a 
further six weeks. Community Trust - No report at this stage.  
11. Items for Circulation/Miscellaneous Correspondence : Cllr  Pattison 
reported that the local Police teams are attending other Parish Council meet-
ings. The Clerk noted that the local Police team have been invited to attend 
Ellingham Parish Council but there has been no response. 
 
Minutes prepared by V Mayes-Wright, Parish Clerk 

A Virtual Village Connection 
Don’t think a “lockdown” will get in the way of our village community getting 
together! Once the restrictions took hold, the Two Grahams (Simpson and Ed-
mondson) sprang into action, to arrange “Virtual Village Sunday Nights”- 
providing a way for people to stay connected and to have some fun as well. 
“We thought it would be a great idea to see if we could set up something to 
help people still feel part of the community, even if we can’t get together in 
person”, said Graham E. The pair have arranged a series of gatherings on 
Sunday evenings at 8.00PM.  The first week was a Virtual Village Quiz, and 
the second was a “Virtual Wine and Cheese” evening, where fun and games 
ensued over a glass of wine or two. Each week, they will continue to alternate 
between a quiz night and a social night. A great number of folks have already 
joined in, and as Graham explains, it really isn’t too hard, even if you aren’t 
up to speed with technology. “All you need is either a PC, laptop, any smart 
phone, iPhone, iPad or any tablet, and download a simple app (Zoom) and we 
can join you in. If you can’t do any of that, then you can still join in, just by 
phone and although you won’t see anybody, you can still connect and chat” 
says Graham Simpson. 
Drop Graham Edmondson an email if you would like to join in, gra-
ham@gceassociates.com, and he will be happy to walk you through every-
thing. The good news is that they promise they will keep us connected so long 
as the lockdown continues. After that, who knows? We can’t see it being more 
fun than getting together in the Village Hall, but it may be something we could 
do to stay in touch in other ways in the future? 
 

 
All keepers of hens or other small animals. 

BAGS of SAWDUST always available, free. 
call Judy on 589628  

mailto:graham@gceassociates.com
mailto:graham@gceassociates.com
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Ellingham Community Trust  

Minutes: 12th March 2020    Ellingham Village Hall 

Present:  D Milne (in the Chair ), G Unwin, J  Mayers, L. Fell.Apologies 
for Absence: Rober t Stuar t 

Approval of Minutes:  minutes of 6th February 2020 were approved,  

Actions not dealt with under this agenda. None.  

Treasurer’s Report Total accounts at £53,434.40. Payments out were 
£900 comprising of £600 for outstanding Solid Fuel Scheme pay-
ments, and £300 for three Domestic Appliance Scheme applications. 
There was no Income received for the period.  

Review of ECT Strategy The Strategy Review was postponed until 
costed information has been received from St Maurice’s Church and 
Ellingham Village Hall representatives.  

Applications   Update : St Maurice’s Church Application 

David Milne shared an email regarding St Maurice’s Church feasibility. The 
details were discussed by the Trustees. The Trustees noted that further costed 
information was required.         Update : Village Hall Application Louis Fell 
reported on an email received from Gustav McLeod with one quotation. The 
Trustees are awaiting other quotations.  Update : Forestry School Application  
This was originally submitted as a Personal Development Scheme application 
and after enquiries, it was agreed to treat this as a Main Application from El-
lingham School owing to the wider benefit to the community. This approach 
and the application was approved by email subsequent to the last meeting.  
New Application : Personal Development Application for  Cr icket Coach-
ing received for £150. The Trustees discussed the application and approved it. 
It was noted that this application was retrospective, and approving it did not 
set a precedent for future applications.  

Update on Active Schemes Domestic Appliance Scheme (DAS) George 
Unwin noted that one application was received in early March. The 
scheme continues to be popular. Solid Fuel Scheme     It was noted 
that since the last meeting, successful applications had been drawn out 
of a hat. Clerk noted that she had emailed all who were successful be-
ing drawn out of a hat. Clerk to make sure payments are received.   

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd March at 
7pm in Ellingham Village Hall 

 
Present:  H Cairns (Chairperson), J  Dobson, G Unwin, G Duncan, Cllr  
Wendy Pattison.  
1a. Apologies for absence:  O Simpson,  P Robson   
2. Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February were 
agreed signed by H Cairns.  
3. County Councillor Report:  Circulated to councillors recorded accord-
ing to Standing Order 70A. Councillor W Pattison spoke to her report, starting 
with the issue of dog fouling at Chathill raised at the previous Parish Council 
meeting. Cllr Pattison had been in touch with Dog Warden, at Northumber-
land County Council to put some notices up in Chathill. Mr G Unwin request-
ed additional notices.  
The Clerk reported that she had requested a litter bin for Chathill using the 
form online;  NCC no longer install new litter bins. ACTION : Clerk to get 
prices on litter bins.  
A complaint has been received from a parishioner about dog poo in the Glebe 
Field in Ellingham.  
 Chair to write a piece for the Parish Magazine to remind dog owners to 
pick up after their dog.  
Cllr Pattison responded to the concerns about bus passengers having to cross 
the A1. Cllr Pattison noted that Highways England are not going to amend the 
access to the bus stop  
4. Clerk’s Report: Actions taken since the last meeting. Nothing to repor t 
outside the existing agenda.   
5. Accounts Current Account at £411.54 with £904.95 in the IAS Account. 
The Clerk presented her invoices for wages and expenses, the Parish Council-
lors moved to accept this.  
ACTION : Clerk to contact Grieves Grindle to identify an alternative au-
ditor.  
6. Roadcare: Councillors noted that the roads in the area are in a shock-
ing state. Councillors expressed frustrations concerns that despite the attend-
ance of Cllr Sanderson at a recent Parish Council meeting very little has been 
done. ACTION : Clerk to report the following. 

a pot hole on the road and the verge on the U2030 by the edge of the hous-
es. This would benefit from a curb as well as the pot holes being filled.  

pot holes in Newham on the U2022 between Newham Village and the rail-
way the at C63 by Newham New Houses. 

pot holes on C69 to Chathill, some of these were mended within 24 hours, 
but one is outstanding. 
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The Council will carry out essential maintenance activity required to ensure 
that the highway network remains safe and accessible during the crisis. High-
way Inspectors will continue to undertake inspections and instruct response 
teams to undertake reactive defect repairs. Similarly any highway defects or 
street lighting faults reported by the public will be logged and responded to in 
accordance with agreed policies and procedures. 
Northumberland Communities Together 
The County Council is also launching a new initiative to support the phenom-
enal volunteering networks that have been rallying support across the county 
in response to COVID-19. 
'Northumberland Communities Together' is a dedicated team which will help 
harness the power of local community volunteers while making sure the coun-
ty's most vulnerable residents are protected. 
Northumberland Shielding Hub 
The Council has established the Northumberland Shielding Hub which will be 
responsible for leading the response to support our most vulnerable residents. 
Ensuring that medicines and essential supplies will be available to support 
those residents who are at very high risk of severe illness from coronavirus. 
The Northumberland Shielding Hub will be working closely with colleagues 
from the NHS, central Government, the armed forces and supermarket chains 
to ensure that we are there for the residents who need us. 

There is a regular update on the what is happening within the com-
munity with respect to the situation with Coronavirus. This update 
is being distributed mainly by email. If you know of someone who 
hasn’t received an email copy, could you ask them to forward their 
email address to David Milne 
 davidmilne@btconnect.com 
 

 
                           The Pack Horse Leek Club 
 
Given current circumstances, the Committee are keeping the situation 
with respect to the September Leek Show, under review.                            
A decision will be made, in conjunction with Government advice, at a lat-
er date.  
Leeks are available from Jimmy Johnson (01665 589321) and John Dob-
son (01665 589219) 

                Winner of the April monthly draw:          Colin Norman. 

 
Notes from Ellingham Parish Council  

Ellingham Parish Council is not meeting at present but work is continuing. If 
you have any issue to report to the Parish Council please email the Clerk at 
ellinghampc@gmail.com.  
Fly tipping in the Parish has been reported to Northumberland County  
Council. 
Please pick up after your dog, whether you are walking on a foot path or in 
fields. As we all are using our most local open spaces, I’m sure we would 
wish to keep them in a state for everyone to enjoy.   

Spare Cash 
If you find at this time that, perhaps because you are not using your car as 
much or going out for a meal or coffee that you have some spare cash 
Please spare a thought for the charities who are supporting people  espe-
cially at this time. Two local charities are Bell View at Belford and Al-
nwick Food Bank both of whom are working hard to look after the vulner-
able not just now but all of the time. 

All the little things 
 

Oh, it’s all the little things 
The unobtrusive friendly things, 

The `Won’t you let me help you` things 
That make our pathway light; 

The `laugh with one` it’s funny things, 
And it’s just the jolly joking things, 
The `never mind the trouble` things 
That makes the world seem bright 
For all the countless famous things 
Those `never can be equated` things 

That all the papers cite 
Are not the little human things 

The `everyday encountered` things 
The `just because I like you` things 

That make us happy quite 
So here’s to all them forgotten things 
Those `Oh it’s simply nothing` things 

That make life worth the fight 
Author unknown 

mailto:davidmilne@btconnect.com
mailto:ellinghampc@gmail.com
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Note on Northumberland County Council Services  - Local Services Up-
date - Response to Covid 19 - 7th April 2020 
The list of critical services may change as the epidemic progresses, however 
at the present time for Local Services these are considered to be:- 
● Refuse Collection 
● Litter bins 
● Burials and Cremations 
● Fleet Maintenance 
● Visibility Cutting of Highway Verges (to maintain public safety) 
● Amenity grass cutting (to ensure a clean, green, safe local environment) 
● Highway Maintenance & Inspections 
● Gully Cleansing (to maintain a safe and resilient network during bad weath-
er) 
● Response to Emergency Highway Incidents 
● Street Lighting ( faults and safety issues) 
● Severe Weather Response (when required) 
● Home to School Transport (for children of key workers) 
This is not an exhaustive list and other service areas are also implementing 
changes to service provision, with updated details being posted on the Coun-
cil’s web page, via social media and in the press on a regular basis. 
The key changes to our services can be found at https://
www.northumberland.gov.uk/coronavirus/Service-Updates.aspx and a quick 
summary is given below in relation to Local Services provision:- 
Waste Services 
Household refuse collections continue with recycling service, garden waste 
collections, as well as a commercial waste service to those businesses that are 
still operating, but this may be subject to change based on availability of staff 
and further Government control measures. The garden waste service has been 
maintained in order to reduce the amount of waste being disposed of in the 
general waste bins, but we are not taking any new customers and the service is 
currently only available to those residents who used the service last year. 
Residents are still being advised to place their refuse, recycling and garden 
waste bins out for collection before 7am on their normal collection day and, if 
they remain uncollected, to take them back onto their property. 
Bulky household waste collections have been suspended from 25 March 2020. 
Residents are advised to safely store any bulky items and we alternative col-
lection dates will be confirmed for these items as soon as normal services are 
resumed. 
All 12 Household Waste Recovery Centres have been closed to the public 
from 8am on Tuesday 24th March 2020 until further notice. This action has 
been taken in response to the travel restrictions being imposed on residents 

All 12 Household Waste Recovery Centres have been closed to the public 
from 8am on Tuesday 24th March 2020 until further notice. This action has 
been taken in response to the travel restrictions being imposed on residents 
and the overwhelming numbers visiting these facilities prior to the closure, 
many of whom paid no regard to social distancing requirements placing them-
selves, other visitors and staff at risk of infection. 
Parks and Country Parks 
The Council closed its Country Parks  along with the car parks at these sites 
on 25 March 2020 until further notice. Safety inspections of Public Rescue 
Equipment such as life rings will continue to be undertaken. 
Street Cleansing & Litter Bins The Council is operating a reduced street 
cleansing service which is focussed on emptying of litter / dog waste bins and 
cleansing in the immediate area around bins. Mechanical street cleansing ac-
tivity has been suspended in order to redeploy these staff to support other crit-
ical service areas such as refuse collection. 
Grounds Maintenance 
From May the Council will deliver a programme of highway verge cutting, 
which is essential for the safety of road users. Amenity grass cutting will also 
continue where possible, taking into account staff availability and the need to 
redeploy resources onto waste services if needed. It is clearly important to 
keep our local environment clean, green and safe, and the summer grounds 
maintenance programme is key to this. Maintaining an attractive local envi-
ronment is important during this difficult time as it helps to lift public spirits 
and sense of well being and ensures that residents have accessible locations 
within their local area where they can safely take daily exercise, whilst main-
taining social distancing requirements and complying with restrictions on any 
unnecessary travel. We also intend to undertake weed spraying on hard sur-
faces, pavements and around obstructions. 
Car Parks The Council has now closed its off street car parks at key tourism 
destinations along the Northumberland coast and other key visitor destinations 
such as Rothbury and Corbridge in order to help enforce the Government’s 
restrictions on non-essential travel and social distancing. The car parks have ‘ 
Car Park Closed’ signage and, where possible and appropriate, temporary 
physical barriers put in place to restrict access.  
Public Toilets All Public Toilets have been closed until further notice. 
Funeral Services 
The Council will continue to provide funeral services including cremations at 
Blyth Crematorium and burials in Council operated cemeteries. In line with 
recent Government advice we ask that services are only attended by the im-
mediate family.  
Highway Maintenance & Street Lighting 


