
ELLINGHAM 

NEWSLETTER 
JUNE 2020 £ 3.50 per year 

Delivered free to all parishioners 40p per copy 

Thanks to a grant from Ellingham 

Community fund www.ellinghamcommunitytrust.org  

 

Useful telephone numbers 

Vicar Rev Tony Macpherson: 01665 720202 

canontonymac@gmail.com  
Churchwardens:   Dorothy Lightfoot :  01665 589463 
    Neil Mundy 01665 589347 

Virginia Mayes-Wright (Clerk to the Parish Council)       ellinghampc@gmail.com                   
Road Care , Street lighting faults hotline    )         

Public rights of way (footpaths and               ) 03456006400 
bridleways ) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Eileen Duncan  01665 589293 
 

Ellingham School 01665 589233 
All hospitals in this area 0844 811 8111 

The time of the Sunday Eucharist in the  

six coastal parishes on a Sunday is:- 

Bamburgh St Aidan 11.00 am  
Ellingham St Maurice 9.00 am 
Beadnell St Ebba 9.00 am 

Belford St Mary 9.00 am 

Lucker St Hilda 11.00 am 

North Sunderland St Paul 10.30 am 

 

All copy to the Editor (ellingham7@outlook.com) by 15th of the month. 

For non parishioners cost is £3.50 per year, payable to PCC Ellingham 

to Eileen Duncan at 7 Ellingham. 
A welcome visitor spotted in my garden 

http://www.ellinghamcommunitytrust.org/


Preston Tower 

One of the few survivors 
of 78 Border Pele Towers 

listed in 1415 

Two rooms are furnished in 

contemporary style. Maps, ballads 

and stories explain  

the grim way of life under  

threat of Border Reivers. 

Open all year daily 

10 am - 6 pm 

Admission £2.00 

(children 50p : 

concess & parties 

£1.50 
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Ellingham Parish 
 

80 years ago Ellingham was in a state which has many parallels to the 
current situation only then it was the younger members of the parish who 
were most at risk.  
Communications were not as immediate as they are now although letters 
posted anywhere in the country were delivered the next day.  
Many of the young men and women from here were in the forces, mostly 
overseas and their parents, who would have memories of the first World 
War when few families did not suffer the loss of a loved one, could only 
wait for news. Sadly, in June 1940 for two families, and the wider com-
munity, the news was bad as two men lost their lives in France. 
 
This year as we continue with lockdown the enemy is not visible but still 
very real and the people most at risk appear to be the elderly (well over 
70’s) although younger ones are also dying. 
 
 The sense of community is still as strong as it was then and people are 
helping others in all sorts of ways. Offering to get shopping for others, 
making scrubs and bags for NHS workers and organising virtual village 
events to help keep people in contact with each other. 
We are very lucky here to be able to enjoy walking in beautiful open 
countryside and have the space to make it easy to chat when we meet  
people without breaking the `social distancing` rules.  
 
It is very sad that, because of the nature of the current threat, that the 
church has to remain closed unlike in 1940 when people were able to at-
tend services and offer comfort to each other not only with words but 
with a hug. 
 
World War two ended after 6 long years, hopefully the current crisis will 
end in a shorter time and we will all be able to meet and talk without 
shouting across the road. 

I am including pieces from the War Memorials booklet to remember the 

men from this parish who died 80 years ago .  

 

ALAN D. HAILE 
 Funeral Services 

 

 24 hrs 7 days a week     
 Private Chapel of Rest 

 All funeral requirements  
 professionally arranged 

 Pre-payment funeral plans  
 available 

5 James Street, Seahouses,  
Northumberland, NE68 7XZ.   
Office Tel : (01665) 720258    

Mobile 0777 552 4438 
Home Tel: 01665 720658 

 alandhailefuneral-
services@btconnect.com  

DGS Electrical Installations 

Electrical Engineers and Contractors 

 
All aspects of electrical work  

undertaken: Domestic,  
Commercial and Industrial. 

We are pleased to offer: 
Þ Rewiring and general upgrades 
Þ Inspection, testing and maintenance 
Þ Consultation and design support 
 

High quality, guaranteed and certificated 
installations at competitive rates: 

Call: 01670 631204 or  
07340 478259 for a fast and friend-
ly service  

THE  

PACK HORSE INN, 

ELLINGHAM 

A Traditional Country Pub Serving 
Homemade & Locally Sourced Food. 

Featured In The Good Pub Guide 
With Open Fires, Real Ales and a 

warm welcome. 

E/enquiries@packhorseinn-
ellingham.co.uk 

T/01665 589292  

mailto:alandhailefuneralservices@btconnect.com
mailto:alandhailefuneralservices@btconnect.com
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ELLINGHAM VILLAGE HALL 
LETTING FEES  2015/16 

 

Hire of the hall……………………….. £5 per hour 
(includes all tables and chairs) 
 

Hire of the Hall to a maximum of………£25 per day 
 

Hire of the Hall to a maximum of ………...£15 per evening 
 

Hire of tables (to take out)…………………..£2.50 each 
 

Hire of wooden chairs……………………..£5 for 12 or less 
                                                                      £10 for more 
 

Hire of cushioned blue chairs (for indoor use only) 
(Deposit of £100)…………………………….£2 per chair 

Bookings: M Hall 01665589385 
Email  michael.hall194719@gmail.com  

 

NB we do not have a caretaker, this keeps the hire charges low; 
But we do ask you to leave the hall swept and tidy. Thank you 

30 Days Wild is back for sixth year running 

#30DaysWild, a fun, feel-good annual challenge run by the Wildlife Trusts, is back 

again, and despite the lockdown, organisers hope it will be the best one yet. Set for 

June 2020, it aims to get as many people in the UK involved with nature, and let’s 

face it - we all need some fun right now. 

Last year, across Newcastle, North Tyneside and Northumberland, 689 individuals, 

104 schools, 19 businesses and 10 care homes took part. Many may think it will be 

harder to take part due to a possible extended lockdown, but there are many things 

people can do from home. From watching bees and butterflies out the window, listen-

ing to birds twittering, gazing at a sunrise or sunset to putting out a dish of water for 

birds to have a drink or spruce themselves up with a quick dip or playing birdy bingo, 

such random acts of wildness really count. Anybody signing up will be able to down-

load a host of goodies to help them plan a wild June including a wallchart, wildlife 

bingo, an activity passport and a nature table template. So sign up today by visiting 

the website here. 

https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1 

alfred Crozier 

  

From The Gazette August 30th 1940: 

Official notification has been received by Mr & Mrs James Crozier, 

Cottage Inn, Warenford that their son, Alfred Crozier, is reported as 

missing. He joined the Territorials in 1938, and was attached to the 

Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. He was expected home on leave 

this month. 

In civilian life Alfred was a postman at Chathill for many years, being 

later transferred to Alnwick. He was very popular in the district. 

Died on 12th June 1940 aged 30  and is buried in Claville-Motteville 

Churchyard in France 

 

 

Because War Memorials were 

erected by local people they 

included anyone who had a 

close association with the vil-

lage. 

https://northumberlandwildlifetrust.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jhuhikjk-l-v/
https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1
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Lance Corporal Charles Lowther 

  

From the Northumberland Gazette:  

After having been previously reported as missing, official notification 

has been received from the War Office by Mrs C Lowther that her 

husband Lance Corporal Charles Lowther, of the Auxilliary Military 

Pioneer Corps was killed on active service during fighting in France. 

Lance Corporal Lowther, who hailed from Chevington Drift, saw ser-

vice in the last war and on the outbreak of the present conflict of-

fered his services, which was accepted. His body was discovered on 

the shore at St. Nazaire and he was buried in La Bernier Cemetery 

with full military honours.  

He leaves a widow, two sons and four 

daughters. 

 
While Ellingham Parish Council is not meeting currently, pre-agreed work is 
continuing. This includes the usual correspondence, roadcare, planning mat-
ters, work on provision of a defibrillator at Brownieside and work on im-
provements to the parish noticeboards.  
 
Parishioners are reminded that they can report potholes at 
www.mapreport.northumberland.gov.uk/potholes. Planning applications are 
available at https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications. 
Northumberland County Council has a variety of information available at 
www.northumberland.gov.uk.  
 
If you have any issue to report to the Parish Council please email the Clerk at 
ellinghampc@gmail.com. 

R J Arb 
 

Freelance Arborist/
 

 

Rosie Jordon. 
 

Now mowing lawns 
 

T: 07515 053 361 
E: info@rjarb.com 

mailto:ellinghampc@gmail.com
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We are still here for you! 
HospiceCare wants to reassure you that our specialist Hospice at Home care 

and support continues to be delivered as normal across North Northum-
berland during the Coronavirus,  365 days a year, day or night, planned 
or in a crisis situation. HospiceCare supports adults living in North  

Northumberland who have a life-limiting condition such as Cancer, Heart 
Failure, Lung  Disease, Motor Neurone Disease, Parkinson’s and  

Advanced  Dementia. We are also able to offer support to their families and 
carers. Our Family/Bereavement Support  also continues but via the  

telephone rather than face-to-face. For the present time our drop-in services at 
Alnwick and Berwick have been suspended. Our existing referral pro-
cess and criteria remain unchanged for the present time,  

so please contact us via telephone if you wish to self-refer  into either our 
Hospice at Home or Family Support services. You can also ask your 
Healthcare professional to refer on your behalf.   

Please don’t hesitate to telephone our nursing team directly on T. 01665  
606515 or T. 01289 309997 or email:  nursingteam@hospicecare-
nn.org.uk  

 
However, the next few months are going to be a financially challenging time 

for HospiceCare  havingeither postponed or cancelled our fundraising 
events  as  well as closed our shops, we are now losing income of 
around £50,000 every month. So as well as looking a new and innova-
tive ways of generating funds we have set up a Coronavirus Appeal to 
help make up that shortfall because It’s crucial that we can go on sup-
porting people to be at home at the end of their life, rather than in a  

hospital setting.  If you are able to make a donation, however large or small,  
every penny will make a BIG difference by  sending  a cheque to Hos-
piceCare, Greensfield House, Unit 3, Willowburn Avenue, Alnwick, 
NE66 2DG. You can also email: Rebecca on: rtay-
lor@hospicecarenn.org.uk if you would prefer to make a bank transfer. 
You are also able to donate online by visiting  our Virgin  

Money Giving page: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/
displayCharityCampaignPage.action?
campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416 

Full details on HospiceCare’s nursing services can be found on: 
www.hospicecare-nn.org.uk  

Ellingham Community Trust 

Financial Assistance Scheme 

If you are facing suffering demonstrable hardship through loss of 
income from the current Covid-19 situation and your primary resi-
dence is within the Parish of Ellingham you can apply to Elling-
ham Community Trust Financial Assistance Scheme. 

The grant of £500 is available if you a suffering 
from any of the following.  

• Significant financial hardship owing to loss of a job/income. 

• Hardship owing to being retained but being paid less than 
100% of salary.  

• Self employed and awaiting payment of a government grant 
in June. 

You can apply for a second £500 if necessary. 

To apply, simply complete the application form available at 
www.ellinghamcommunitytrust.org.  

All applications are considered on an individual basis and with 
the utmost confidence. 

Please return the completed application form and required documents to 
The Clerk, Ellingham Community Trust by email ellinghamcommuni-
tytrust@gmail.com or by post to 1, Chathill Farm Cottages, Chathill, 
NE67 5DE. Applications are assessed by the Trustees on receipt of a com-
pleted application form. 

mailto:nursingteam@hospicecare-nn.org.uk
mailto:nursingteam@hospicecare-nn.org.uk
mailto:rtaylor@hospicecarenn.org.uk
mailto:rtaylor@hospicecarenn.org.uk
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416
http://www.hospicecare-nn.org.uk
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Home made Jams 
 

 

Available in the church Porch 
And from Alison Griggs tel 589289 

 
All proceeds to St Maurice Church 

 

A Narrow escape 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Heather for this photo who would also like to express 
her thanks to Stephen for clearing the branch from the road 
 

County Councillor report continued 
 
They will chat to them about books they have been reading - and suggest oth-
ers they might like. For those who are particularly isolated staff will make 
more frequent calls for a friendly chat. 
 
The service is also seeking to offer limited doorstep deliveries of books to 
some of its most isolated customers. 
 
The library service offers hundreds of e-Books, e-Audiobooks and e-
Magazines online. At the moment you can also research your family history 
for free with Ancestry at home and Find my Past. 
 
To access these and the Library's other online services, all you have to do is 
sign up as a library member for free. 
 
Go to www.mylibrary.co.uk for more information. 
 
If you are in need of help you can also contact the Northumberland Communi-
ties Together team on (01670) 620015 between 9am to 6pm, seven days a 
week or 
email: northumberlandcommunitiestogether@northumberland.gov.uk  

Anyone who is concerned about library books which they may not have 

not been able to return before the current lockdown commenced, will not 

be charged/fined once libraries reopen. 

 

Wrong number 
 
Customer:  “I’ve been ringing you on 0700 2300 for two days. Why didn’t 
you answer?” 
Travel agent:  “Where did you get that number from, sir?” 
Customer:  “It’s there on the door to your Travel Centre.” 
Operator:  “Sir, they are our opening hours.” 

http://www.mylibrary.co.uk/
mailto:northumberlandcommunitiestogether@northumberland.gov.uk
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 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 
 

Members Allowance 2019/20  
 As the Longhoughton Ward County Councillor I receive £15,000.00 per year 
to spend on my Communities. The initiatives for 2019/20 are listed as below. I 
am also contributing towards an interactive speed sign for Christon Bank, 
which, unfortunately due to lockdown this prevented the installation from 
moving forward and I am carrying the money forward into year 2020/21 and 
the sign will be purchased and installed asap. 
Traffic calming (Speed reduction measures) B6346 Eglingham Village - 
Phase 1 £2,000.00  - VillageTraffic Design Plan. 
 
Contribution towards purchase and installation of new interactive speed 
sign, A697 Powburn north £3,390.00  
 
Contribution towards footpath resurfacing outside Moodys (Londis) in Emble-
ton and opposite the village hall in Howick Village £3,000.00  
 
Contribution towards purchase and installation of 7No. new litter bins for 
Craster Parish - £2,269.68  
Total Balance 10,659.68 
Carried over to 2020/21 = £4,340.32 
Northumberland Libraries  
Northumberland library customers who have been missing their regular visit 
to their local branch have received a welcome call from staff to check on 
them. 
 
The county’s library service is running a “befriending” service for its regular, 
elderly customers, who are currently shielding during the Covid19 outbreak, 
to ensure residents don’t become isolated and lonely. 
 
The service identified 3,800 customers of 70yrs+ who have been regular visi-
tors to a library this year.  
 
Staff will call them all at least once to check how they are getting on and if 
there is anything they can help them with, such as offering them support on 
accessing digital resources if they have a device. 
 
They are also signposting residents to other services which can help. They 
will chat to them about books they have been reading - and suggest others 

Scrubs and a Scarecrow? 
 

In these unusual times of social distancing, village halls are performing new 
and different roles in our communities. In Ellingham the hall has been used, 
with appropriate safety measures, to help manufacture some much needed 
scrubs for The Rothbury GP Practice.  
 

The village hall had the space and large moveable tables to enable the easy 
handling and cutting out of the fabrics - ‘a mini production line’.  After initial 
difficulty sourcing suitable fabric,  due to increased demand, Julie at 1st for 
Fabrics was extremely helpful and a huge bundle arrived the next day - we 
pass on our thanks for their support.   
 

The scrubs have now been delivered and gratefully received and in use. Sever-
al cut out sets have also been delivered to sewing volunteers in Morpeth and 
Belford for completion.  One lady commented “In these strange times, it im-
proves my mental health by feeling I am able to help someone else whilst still 
observing the rules of isolation.” 
 

Work has also begun on scrubs bags, so that healthcare staff can safely take 
home their scrubs for machine laundering.  The first batch has been sent to the 
Horton General Hospital, Oxfordshire.  The plan now is to begin making non-
medical face masks using repurposed and scrap cotton fabric.     
 

Sitting on the wall outside the village hall is Sammy  the scarecrow as a thank 

you to all key workers -  including carers, pharmacists, delivery drivers, postal 

workers, waste management team and many others. We very much appreciate 

their hard work.  

 

VILLAGE HALL INSTAGRAM  
 

We now have an Instagram page to let you know about events and share hap-
py moments.  

ellingham_villagehall 
Please follow us for updates.  

 

All keepers of hens or other small animals. 
BAGS of SAWDUST always available, free. 

call Judy on 589628  
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Ellingham Community Trust 
 

Minutes: 13th April 2020 by Conference Call     
   

Present:  D Milne (in the Chair ), G Unwin, R Stuar t, L Fell. 

Approval of Minutes:  Draft minutes of 12th March 2020 were ap-
proved.  

Actions not dealt with under this agenda: The Trustees note the resig-
nation of James Mayesr. The Trust would like to record their thanks to James 
Mayers for the help and support he has given during his tenure. ACTION : 
Clerk to remove James Mayers’ name from Ellingham Community Trust 
website, the Charities Commission and Companies House.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Louis Fell presented the Treasurer’s Report. Total accounts at £52,108.57.    

Coronavirus - financial support guidelines and temporary change of 
Articles of Association 

The Chair previously circulated a suggested temporary change to the Articles 
of Association to cover the period of the coronavirus situation.     
The Trust will endeavour to provide appropriate financial assistance to mem-

bers of the community who can demonstrate financial hardship, according to 
the guidelines agreed by the directors of the Trust. 
A director of the Trust is permitted to provide goods or services, on a non- 

profit making basis to the Trust for the provision of essential items by the 
Trust to the community, relating to the Coronavirus emergency. (Articles of 
Association 7.1b) 
The above rules will be continuously monitored and revoked when the Coro-

navirus emergency is deemed to be over. 
Coronavirus - essential items pack and community support 

Prior to the meeting, several ideas have been discussed for the development of 
a financial assistance scheme for the community during the Coronavirus situa-
tion.  

The Trustees noted that under normal circumstances, these items would be 
brought to the next meeting, but owing to a desire to launch the Financial As-
sistance Scheme as soon as possible, the Trustees were content to seek ap-
proval or amendments by email.   

Applications    

Update : St Maurice’s Church Application : Neil Mundy indicated 
that the feasibility study is almost complete.          

Update : Village Hall Application :No update received. ACTION : 
Louis Fell to contact Gustav Macleod to ascertain the current situation 
and report back to the Trustees.   

Update on Active Schemes 

Domestic Appliance Scheme (DAS) : Two applications received. 

Solid Fuel Scheme : ACTION : Clerk to identify payments already 
made and chase late payers as necessary.    

Personal Development Scheme : No applications received. 

Any of Competent Business : None.  

Dates of the Next Meetings : Next meeting was set as 14th May by con-
ference call. Further meetings will be set or rescheduled as required in 
the current situation.   

Minutes prepared by:  Virginia Mayes-Wright from notes made by David 
Milne 

How to make your wife more efficient 
 
An efficiency expert was delivering a seminar on time management for a 
company's junior executives. He concluded the session with a disclaimer: 
"But whatever you do, do NOT attempt these task-organising tips at 
home," he said.   
 
When he was asked why not, he explained: "Well, I did a study of my 
wife's routine of fixing breakfast. I noticed she made a lot of trips between 
the refrigerator and the stove, the table and the cabinets, each time carry-
ing only one item. So, I told her: ‘Darling you are making too many trips 
back and forth carrying one item at a time. If you would only try carrying 
several things at once you would be much more efficient.’”  He paused. 
 
"Did that save time?" one of the executives asked.  
 
"Actually, yes," the expert answered, "It used to take her 15 minutes to fix 
my breakfast. Now I get my own in seven minutes." 


